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Ignavum fucos pecus a prafepibus arcent. Virg. 


HE moft common, and indeed the moft 
natural Divifion of all Offences, is into 
thofe of Omiffion , and thofe of Commiflion. 
We may make the fame Divifion of that par- 
ticular Set of Crimes which regard Human So- 
ciety. The greateft Crime which can be com- 
mitted again{t it is Rebellion; as was fhewn in 
my laft Paper. ‘The greateft Crime of Omifii- 
on, is an Indifference in the particular Members 
of a Society, when a Rebellion is a€iually be- 
gun among them. In fuch a Juncture, though 
a Man may be innocent of the great Breach 
which is made upon Government, he is highly 
culpable, if he does not ufe all the Means that 
are {uitableto his Station for reducing the Com- 
munity into its formner State of Peace and good 
Order. 
Our Obligation to be ative on fuch an Oc- 
cafion appears from the very Nature of Civil 
Government ; which is an Inftitution, where- 
by we are all confederated together for our mu- 
tual Defence and Security. Men who profefs 
a State of Neutrality in Times of Publick Dan- 
ger, defert the Common Intereft of their Fel- 
low-Subje&s ; and a& with Independence to 
that Confticution into which they are incorpora- 
ted. The Safety of the whole requires our joint 
Endeavours. When this is at Stake, the indif- 
ferent are not properly a Part of the Commu- 
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nity; or rather are like dead Limbs, which are 
an Incumbrance to the Body, inftead of being of 
Ufetoit. Betides that, the Protection which 
all receive from the fame Government, juflly 
calls upon the Gratitude of All to Strengthen 
it, as well as upon their Self-Intereft to pre- 
ferve it. 

But farther; If Men, who in their Hearts 
are Friends to-a Government, forbear giving it 
their utmoft Affiftance againft its Enemies, they 
put it in the Power of a few defperate Men to 
ruine the Welfare of thofe who are much fupe- 
rior to them in Strength, Number, and Interelt. 
It was a remarkable Law of So/ox, the great Le- 
giflator of the Athenians, that any Perfon who 
in the Civil Tumults and Commotions of the 
Republick remained Neuter, or an indifferent 
Spectator of the contending Parties, fhould, ai- 
ter the Re-eftablifhment of the publick Peace, 
forfeit all his Poffeffions, and be condemned to 
perpetual Banifhment. This Law made it ne- 
ceflary for every Citizen to take his Party, be- 
caufe it was highly probablethe Majority would 
be fo Wife as to efpoufe that Caufe which was 
mott agreeable to the publick Weal, and by that 
Means hinder a Sedition from making a {uccels- 
ful Progrefs. At leaft, as every prudent and 
honeft Man, who might otherwife favour any 
Indolence in his own Temper, was hereby en- 
paged to be active, fuch a one would be {ure to 
join himfelf to that Side which had the Good 
of their Countrey moft at Heart. For this Rea- 
fon their famous Lawgiver condemned the Per- 
fons who fate Idle in Divifions fo dangerous to 


the Government, as Aliens to the Community, 


and therefore to be cut off from it as unprofita- 
ble Members. 


Farther : 
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Further; Indifference cannot but be crimi- 
nal, when it is converfant about Objects which 
are fo far from being of an indifferent Nature, 
that they are of the higheft Importance to our 
felves andour Countrey. If it be indifferent to 
us whether we are Free-Subjects or Slaves ; 
whether our Prince be of our own Religion, or 
of one that obliges him to extirpate it; we are in 
the right to give ourfelves no trouble in the 
prefent Juncture. A Man governs himfelf by 
the Ditates of Virtue and good Senfe, who acts 
without Zeal or Paffion in Points that are of no 
Confequences : But when the whole Commu- 
nity is fhaken, and the Safety of the Publick en- 
danger’d, the Appearance of a Philofophical or 
an affe@ed Indolence muft arife either from 
Stupidity, or Perfidioufnefs. 

When in the Divifion of Parties among us, 
Men only ftrove for the firft Place in the 
Prince’s Favour; when all were attached to the 
fame Form of Government,and contended on- 
ly for the higheft-Offices in it; a prudent and an 
honeft Man might look upon the Struggle with 
Indifference, and be in no great Pain for the Suc- 
cels of either Side. But at prefent the Conteft 
is hot in Reality between Whigs and Tories, but 
between: Loyalifts and Rebels. Our Countrey is 
hot now divided into two Parties, who propofe 
the fame End by different Means; but into fuch 
as would preferve, and fuch as would deftroy ir. 

hatever Denominations we might range our 
felves under in former Times, Men who have 
any natural Love to their Countrey, or Senfe 
of their Duty, fhould exert their united Strength 
ina Caufe that is common to all Parties, as they 
are Proteftants and Britows. In fach a Cafe, an 
avowed Indifference is Treachery to our Fel+ 
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low-Subje&s ; and a Lukewarm Allegiance, 
may prove as pernicious in its Confequences as 
Treafon. 

I need not repeat here what I have proved at 
large in a former Paper, that we are obliged to 
an active Obedience by the folemn Oaths we 
have taken to His Majetty ; and that the neutral 
Kind of Indifference, which is the Subjeé of this 
Paper, falis fhort of that Obligation they lie un- 
der, who have taken fuch Oaths; as will ealily 
appear to any one who confiders the Form ot 
thofe facred and religious Engagements. 

How then can any Man anfwer it to himfelf, 
if, for the fake of managing his Intereft or Cha- 
racter among a Party, or out of any perfonal 
Pique to thofe whoare the moft con{picuous for 
their Zeal in His Majefty’s Service, or froma 
ny other private and felf-interefted Motive, he 
ftands as a Looker on when the Government !s 
attacked by an open Rebellion ; efpecially when 
thofe engaged in it, cannot have the leatt Pro- 
{pect of Succefs, but by the Affiftance of theau- 
cient and hereditary Enemies to the Britt Na 
tion. It is ftrange that thefe Lukewarm I riencs 

to the Government, whofe Zeal for their Sove- 
raign rifes and falls wich their Credit at Court, 
do not confider, before it be too late, that 4s 
they ftrengthen the Rebcls by their prefent ln- 
difference, they at the fame time ceftablifh the 
Intereft of thofe who are their Rivals and Com- 
petitors for publick Pofts of Honour. When 
there is an End put to this Rebellion, thefe Gen 
tlemen cannot pretend to have had any Merit in 
fo good a Work: And they may well believe 
the Nation will never care to fee thofe Men it 
the higheft Offices of Truft, who when they are 
out of them, will not ftir a Finger in its De- 
feuce. No. 14: 




















